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Dr. Greve Reviews 
The Prairie Practitioners - 20th Century 
South Dakota Veterinarians 
Compiled and edited by 
T.B. Ludgate, DVM, and J. L. Kitzler 
John H. Greve, DVM, PhD * 
The idea of The Prairie Practitioners 
was sparked by the advent of the centennial 
of the South Dakota Veterinary Medical 
Association in 1991. The editors realized that 
in South Dakota there were dozens of very 
interesting stories to be told about the life 
of the hard-working veterinarians on the 
prairie. 
From 1993 through 1995, they collected 
accounts (most of them written in the first 
person) from young and old veterinarians 
throughout the state. In all there are over 
125 accounts. Some are less than a page long 
and some are a few pages long. All help the 
reader build a picture of what practice on 
the northern prairies was like over the past 
3 generations. 
Humorous events, chronicles of some 
agricultural/veterinary watershed events, 
and human interest stories are all there. 
Many of the writers are Iowa State Univer-
sity graduates, so their names will be 
familiar to us Cyclones. 
The book is easy to read and interesting. 
Pick it up for just a couple of spare moments 
or for an hour, whatever you have available. 
I have noticed several veterinary students 
carrying it in their backpacks and talking 
about it during breaks. 
Sponsored by the South Dakota VMA, 
* Dr. John Greve is Professor of Veterinary Path-
ology at the College of Veterinary Medicine, Iowa State 
University, and advisor of the Iowa State University 
Veterinarian . 
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The Prairie Practitioners - 20th Century South 
Dakota Veterinarians, compiled and edited by 
T.B. Ludgate, DVM, and J. L. Kitzler. 
Paperback. 288 pp. Pine Hill Press, Freeman, 
SD 57029. ISBN 1·57579·033·5. 1996. Order from 
South Dakota Veterinary Medical Association, 
Box 2175, SDSU, Brookings, SD 57007. $18.95 plus 
$3.00 shipping. 
proceeds from the sale of this book will be 
used for scholarships for promising pre-
veterinary students from South Dakota. V 
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